REUCHLIN-----REUTER.

RetLchlhx (roiA'lin), JOHANN, German
scholar, born in 1455 at Pforzheim, died in
1522. He studied at Freiburg, the Univer-
sity of Paris, Bale, and elsewhere, and be-
came familiar with Latin, Greek, and He-
brew. He was patronized by several of the
German princes, and was engaged on various
political missions. From 1502 to 1513 he
was president of the Swabian federal court.
His opposition to the proposal to burn all
Hebrew books except the Bible raised a
host of fanatical enemies against him, but
did him no harm. In 1519 he was appointed
professor at Ingolstadt; in 1521 the plague
drove him to Stuttgart. During a great part
of his life Reuchlin was the real centre of all
Greek and Hebrew teaching in Germany.
Several of his works had considerable popu-
larity in their time. He sympathized deeply
with Luther and the Reformation, but main-
tained his connection with the Roman Ca-
tholic Church to the last.

Reumont (roi'mont), ALFEED VON, Ger-
man historian, born at Aix-la-Chapelle,
August 15,1808, was educated at Bonn and
Heidelberg, and entered the Prussian dip-
lomatic service, filling posts at Florence,
Constantinople, and Rome. From 1851 till
1860, when he retired into private life, he
was successively Prussian minister at Flo-
rence, Modena, and Parma. He died in
1887. He was the author of several valuable
works on the history of Italy, including
Contributions to Italian History, The Cara-
fas of Maddaloni, History of the City of
Rome, &a He also wrote on the history of
art.

Reunion (ra-u-ni-on), formerly BOURBON,
an island in the Indian Ocean, between
Mauritius and Madagascar, 115 miles from
each; area, 1127 square miles. It was an-
nexed by France in 1643, and is an impor-
tant French colony, now sending a repre-
sentative to the chamber of deputies, and
forming practically almost a department of
France. It is very mountainous, the Piton
des Neiges reaching a height of 10,069 feet,
and the Piton de la Fournaise, an active vol-
cano, of 8294 feet The soil produces tropi-
cal products, sugar being the principal crop.
Coffee, cloves, and vanilla are also grown.
Destructive hurricanes are frequent. There
are no natural harbours, but an artificial
harbour has been constructed at Pointe des
Galets, at the north-west side of the island;
and this harbour is connected by railway
with St. Denis (the capital), and all the prin-
cipal places on the coast. The population,
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which consists of Creoles, negroes,
coolies, Chinese, Malays, &a, is 179,639.
Reus (ra-us'), a city of Spain, in Catalonia,
in the^province and 10 miles west of Tarra-
gona, in a plain at the base of a chain of
hills, about 4 miles from the port of Salou
on the Mediterranean. Reus is now, next to
Barcelona, the most flourishing manufactur-
ing town of Catalonia, the staples being silk
and cotton. Imitation French wines are
largely made. Pop. 27,595.
Reuss ^rois), two principalities of Central
Germany, consisting of several separate ter-
ritories situated between Prussia, Saxony,
and Bavaria, and belonging to an older and a
younger line of the family of Reuss. Reuss-
Greiz, the territory of the elder line, com-
prises an area of 122 square miles, with a
population of 55,994; the territory of the
younger line, Reuss - Schleiz-Gera, has an
area of 318 square miles, with a pop. of
110,598. Both principalities have been
members of the German Empire since 1871,
each sending one member to the federal
council and one representative to the Reichs-
tag.
Renter (roi'ter), FRITZ, German humorist,
was born in 1810, and educated at Rostock
and Jena. He became an active member of
the student society 'Germania,' \\hich cost
him seven years' imprisonment in Prussian
fortresses. Returning home in 1840 he
supported himself first by farming, then
by teaching, and finally by literary work.
His first literary venture was a volume of
humorous poems in Low German (Lauschen
and Riemels, 1853), which met with extra-
ordinary success. His greatest work is Olle
Kamellen, a series of prose tales, which
stamped him as the greatest writer of Platt-
deutsch and one of the greatest humorists of
the century. He died at Eisenach in 1874.
Renter (roi'ter), PAUL JULIUS, BARON,
born at Cassel in 1816, was connected with
the electric telegraph system from the begin-
ning, and in IS49 established Renter's News
Agency at Aix-la-Chapelle. In 1851, on
the laying of the cable between Calais and
Dover, he transferred his chief office to
London, and became a naturalized English-
man. As the telegraphic system extended
he increased his staff of agents, until the
newspaper press, the foreign bourses, and all
banking, shipping, and trading companies
became dependent in a great measure on
Renter's Agency for the latest information
from all parts of the world. In 1865 he
converted his agency into a limited liability